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About Northwest 
Evaluation Association

•
 

Not-for-profit organization
•

 
Partners with more than 2,200 school 
districts representing more than 3 
million students.

•
 

NWEA tests help educators make 
informed decisions to promote your 
child’s academic growth.



FAQ’s 
Q:  The district is using the MAP assessment. What 

is the MAP assessment?

A:  MAP stands for “Measures of Academic 
Progress”

 
MAP is a computerized adaptive test. 

The difficulty of each question is based on how a 
student answered previous questions. When a 
student answers correctly, the next question is 
slightly more difficult. When a question is missed, 
the next is easier. This continues until the 
student’s performance level is found.



FAQ’s
Q:  What subjects does MAP assess?

A:  Mathematics, reading, language usage, 
and science assessment.  North Mason 
School has elected to use the mathematics 
and reading assessments for the 2007-

 2008 school year.



FAQ’s
Q:  How long does it take to complete a 

test?

A: Although the test is not timed, it 
usually takes students about one hour 
to complete each test.



FAQ’s
Q:  When will my child(ren) be tested 

and how often?

A:  Grade 2-8 students will test once in 
the fall and once in the spring. In 
special programs, some students may 
be tested in the winter.



FAQ’s 
Q:  Do all students in the same grade take the same 

test?

A:  No.  NWEA assessments are tailored to an 
individual’s current achievement level.  This gives 
each student a fair opportunity to show what he 
or she knows and can do. The computer adjusts 
the difficulty of the questions so that each 
student takes a unique test.



FAQ’s
Q:  What are MAP results used for?

A #1:  They are used to measure 
students’

 
progress --

 
individually, by 

class, and by school; they show how 
much academic growth students make 
from year to year.



FAQ’s
Q:  What are MAP results used for (cont)?

A:  MAP let teachers know where individual 
and groups of student’s strengths are, and 
if help is needed in any specific areas.  
Teachers use this information to help 
them guide instruction in the classroom.



Parent TipsParent TipsParent Tips
For Higher Student AchievementFor Higher Student Achievement



Parental Support
Three kinds of parental involvement at home 

are consistently associated with higher 
student achievements:

•
 

Actively organizing and monitoring a child’s 
time.

•
 

Helping with homework.
•

 
Discussing school matters.



Preparing for Tests
•

 
Make sure that your child is well rested on school 
days and especially on the day of a test.

•
 

Give your child a well-rounded diet. A healthy 
body leads to a healthy, active mind.

•
 

The MAP assessments don’t require any studying, 
but for all other school tests, provide a quiet, 
comfortable place for studying at home.

•
 

Meet with your child’s teacher as often as needed 
to discuss his/her progress. Ask the teacher for 
suggested activities for you and your child to do 
at home to prepare for tests.



Help with Language
•

 
Talk to your child and encourage him or her to 
engage in conversation during family activities.

•
 

Give a journal or diary as a gift.
•

 
Help your child write a letter to a friend or family 
member. Offer assistance with correct grammar 
usage and content.

•
 

Have a “Word of the Week”
 

that is defined every 
Monday.  

•
 

After finishing a chapter in a book or magazine 
article, have your child explain his or her favorite 
events.



Help with Reading
•

 
Provide many opportunities for your child to read 
books or other materials. 

•
 

Read aloud to your child.
•

 
Make time for the library.

•
 

Play games like Scrabble, Spill and Spell, 
Scattergories, and Balderdash together.

•
 

Follow your child’s interest and find fiction and 
nonfiction books that tie into this interest.

•
 

Give a magazine subscription for a gift.



Help with Math
•

 

Spend time with kids on simple board games, puzzles, and 
activities that encourage better attitudes and stronger 
math skills.

•

 

Encourage children to solve problems. Provide assistance, 
but let them figure it out themselves.

•

 

Bake and cook with your children; there are many 
opportunities to teach fractional measurements.

•

 

Point out ways that people use math everyday to pay bills, 
balance out the checkbook, make change, and how to figure 
out a tip at a restaurant.

•

 

Help them read and interpret charts and graphs such as 
those found in daily newspapers.



Understand & Use Lexile
The MAP assessment will provide each 

student a Lexile
 

range (linked to their 
reading RIT score from the assessment) 
on individual progress reports.

You will be able to use your child’s Lexile
 range, which is a unit for measuring text 

difficulty, to find books considered to be 
at an appropriate level for your child.



More about Lexile
•

 
www.lexile.com

 
is a great FREE website to 

help you find books for your child to read 
that are considered to be at an 
appropriate level.

•
 

An appropriate level is when a student can 
comprehend 75% of the material they 
read.  This ensures that a student is 
stimulating their learning processes while 
rewarding their current reading abilities.

http://www.lexile.com/


Websites
•

 
Please see the Parent Toolkit for 
further information on Commonly 
Used Terms used by the NWEA to 
explain their assessments AND to 
check out various websites to help 
you support your child in their Math 
and Language Arts/Reading progress 
and growth.
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